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tellers,, for they do not really come from the point from
which they are blowing.

A little reflection will show that, if we have currents
of air setting in from all sides towards one spot, and all
caused to deviate in one way, the result is that a
gyratory movement must be generated round that spot.
This gyratory movement in the northern hemisphere
must leave the point of attraction, the spot of lowest
pressure, on the left-hand side. Conversely, if the air
flows out in all directions from a point where the
pressure is high, a gyratory movement must be de-
veloped which will be in the opposite direction to that
just described, and will leave the point of highest
pressure on its right-hand side.

From these considerations we gather that round an
area of low pressure in the northern hemisphere the
wind will circulate, having the lowest pressure on its
left, or in a direction against the hands of a watch.
Round an area of high pressure in the same hemi-
sphere it will circulate in the opposite direction, or
with watch-hands.

In the southern hemisphere these conditions will be
exactly reversed; the wind will move round an area of
low barometer readings with watch-hands, and round
an area of high readings against watch-hands.

These principles of the relation of wind to pressure
hold good absolutely, without exception, and are to be
found in the pages of older writers.1 They were de-
finitely stated by Coffin and Ferrel in America more
than twenty-five years ago. In Europe, Professor
Buys Ballot, of Utrecht, first drew attention to their

1 Kg. Prof. Adolf Erman in 1853*in Poggendorff's Annalen yoL
Ixxxviii. p, 260.